Christmas Tree Care

GarRDENWORKS has been selling Christmas trees for over 25 years and we’re proud of the
quality and selection we offer. Choose from fresh and fragrant Douglas, Noble, Grand, Fraser and Nordmann Fir.

Each year we visit our Christmas tree growers to be sure that the quality will meet our expectations and yours.
Regardless of whether you choose a “Charlie Brown” tree or a more cultured tree, we want you to
enjoy your tree for the entire Christmas season, and so suggest the following care instructions
to ensure your tree stays fresh and safe until the New Year!

FRESH CUT TREES

e Before putting your Christmas tree into the stand be
sure to make a fresh cut at the base of the tree to open
up the pores, which have been clogged by sap. The cut
should be at least 2.5c¢m (1”) in thickness. The fresh-cut
surface should be creamy white, not yellow or brown.

If you do not make a fresh cut, the tree will not be able
to drink water.

¢ After the cut is made, put the tree in water as soon a
possible. The longer the time between when the tree is
given a fresh cut and when it is put into water, the less
ability the tree has to absorb water.

¢ Keep the stand filled with warm water and check it
regularly. An average tree may consume between1 litre
and 4 litres of water per day. If the water level drops
below the cut end of the trunk, a seal will form and no
fresh cut is made.

¢ Place the tree in an area of your home that is away
from heating vents, radiators, or fireplaces.

* We recommend using a tree preservative like
“Keeps It Green” (which should be mixed with water).

¢ Always use small, low-voltage lights, which produce less
heat. Miniature lights produce much less heat and
reduce the frying effect upon a tree.

* Be sure to check light sets for frayed or cracked wire
insulation and broken sockets before placing them on the
tree.

LIVING TREES

e Living trees should be kept indoors no longer than ten
days. Keep them away from all heat sources.

* Prior to being moved indoors, a living tree should be
slowly acclimatized to indoor temperatures by placing it in
a garage, carport, or other sheltered area for two or three
days.

e The root system of the tree should be soaked thorougly
and you may spray the branches with an anti-dessicant
such as Wilt Pruf, prior to being placed indoors.

* Once in the home, water the tree thoroughly with 2-4
litres (2 quarts to one gallon) of water each day. Set one
or two trays of ice on the rootball each morning.

* Only small, low-voltage lights, which generate low heat
levels, should be used on living trees.

* Be sure to check light sets for frayed or cracked wire
insulation and broken sockets before placing them on the
tree.

* When moving it outdoors, place the tree in a protected
area for a week, to allow it to become accustomed to the
colder temperatures. Water the root ball well. The tree may
then be placed outside or planted if the weat

Flocked Trees (available at our Mandeville location)
Our Mandeville location offers “snow-flocked trees” that have been sprayed to
achieve the appearance of a tree covered with freshly fallen snow. In addi-
tion to a great appearance, these trees will last longer and are fire-resistant
so they make an ideal tree for an office or restaurant. Flocked trees do not
require water and should not be given water.
To order your flocked tree this holiday season phone 604 434 4111
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