Spring is Here!
award-winning roses
garden agenda
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The early snow in November and what seemed like a
never-ending series of storms in December and January
that played havoc with city fixtures like Stanley park may
also have affected your garden. If you have not already
done so, this is a good time to take stock of the damage
and plan the pruning and replacing necessary to repair
your garden. On the positive side, replacing plants that
met their demise can be an opportunity to acquire others
that will give you even more enjoyment.

As we head into March, we are looking forward to seeing
you in our garden centres once again. The weekend of
March 16 — 18 will be our annual Garden Planning &
Preparation weekend. By this time, many early shipments
of trees, shrubs, and perennials will have started to arrive,
so it's a wonderful opportunity to see what's new for this
year. As always, our suppliers have new varieties with
improved flowering and plant health characteristics to
make your work easier and your garden more beautiful.

Customers in the Lower Mainland will see a change in our
newspaper advertising program this year. We'll be adver-
tising once again in the Vancouver Sun, with frequent
banner advertisements in Friday’s “Home” section
gardening feature. We'll continue to advertise in several of
the community newspapers as well as the Victoria Times-
Colonist.

We've also made several changes to our website to
ensure it's a more useful tool, with information on garden
tips, new products and events in our garden centres —
check out www.gardenworks.ca if you are not a regular
visitor.

| look forward to seeing you soon and hope you are as
excited about the new gardening season as | am. Good
luck in your garden!

John Zaplatynsky,
President, GARDENWORKS

Lengthening hours of daylight and warmer weather mean
the urge to head outdoors and start enjoying another

gardening season becomes greater with each passing
week. The change to Daylight Savings Time also means there is enough
light when we arrive home from work (for those who still work a conventional
9 to 5) to give us a chance to tour the garden and inspect how it is recovering
from another unusual winter.

w Dear Gardeners

A LETTER FROM JOHN

Annual Garden Planning &
Preparation Weekend

We're ready for spring! visit your local
GarpENWORKS store for a weekend of gardening
information and inspiration! Check out beautiful
spring-blooming plants, replenish gardening
supplies and get lots of friendly knowledgeable
advice from our staff, our suppliers and local
garden clubs.

Each store has its own lineup of events. Many

include booths and tables set up for information

about seeds, lawn care, bulbs, natural and

organic gardening, plus garden clubs from all
over the area.

Free clinics will be held throughout the
weekend. For specific location details
please phone your
local GARDENWORKS
or visit the
customer
clinics page on
our website
www.gardenworks.ca
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CLINICS & EVENTS - *;

AT GARDENWORKS

For more information on these clinics and events, phone the store or visit www.gardenworks.ca,
where you will find a more detailed listing with the descriptions under the “Customer Clinics” tab.

All Stores
Free Clinics

Held at all 9 GArRpENWORKS locations
starting at 1 p.m. (These clinics are free
unless otherwise noted.)

Trough Gardens
Saturday, April 14

Creating Moss Baskets
Saturday, April 21

(The Blenkinsop location will have a “hands-on”
version of this clinic, with Suzanne Wilson. There will
be a $20 registration fee for the Blenkinsop location
only, which will be credited to materials for your
basket. The Mission location will also have a “hands-

on” version, with a material cost of $30.)

Growing Container Tomatoes—New
Varieties
Saturday, May 19

Blenkinsop
Free Clinics & Events

Master Gardeners
Saturday, March 17, from 12-3 p.m.

Master Gardeners
Saturday, March 31, from 12-3 p.m.

Master Gardeners
Saturday, April 14, from 12-3 p.m.

Gardening with Arthritis, by the Victoria
Arthritis Society
Saturday, April 28, at 1 p.m.

Master Gardeners
Saturday, April 28, from 12-3 p.m.

Burnaby - Lougheed
Free Clinics

Ergonomic Tools—Tips on Gardening
for Life
Saturday, March 10, at 1 p.m.

Master Gardeners
Every Saturday and Sunday March 10 -

June 10 from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
with the exception of April 8 (Easter) and May 13
(Mother's Day)

Vertical Gardening
Saturday, March 17, at 1 p.m.

e visit us online at www.gardenworks.ca

Mandeville
Free Clinics

Pond Cleanup
Saturday, March 10, at 1 p.m.

Outdoor Hardy Cyclamen
Saturday, March 17, at 1 p.m.,
hosted by Bill & Carla Bischoff.

European Chaffer/Lawn Care
Saturday, March 24, at 1 p.m.

Planting Bulbs
Saturday, March 31, at 1 p.m.

How to Make Your Own Hanging
Basket
Saturday, April 7, at 1 p.m.

Mission
Free Clinics

Composting
Saturday, March 10, at 1 p.m.

Lawn Rejuvenation
Saturday, March 17, at 1 p.m.

Container Makeover
Saturday, March 24, at 1 p.m.

Organic Mechanics
Saturday, March 31, at 1 p.m.

Perennial Basics
Saturday, April 7, at 1 p.m.

Trough Garden
Saturday, April 14, at 1 p.m.

Customer
Appreciation Days

Thursday, March 15
Thursday, April 19

Held on the third Thursday of each
month at all GarbENWoRks locations.

Receive a 15% discount*on
everything in the store!

*Sale excludes Landscape Design Services, Cafe food &

beverages.

Burnaby- Lougheed
Hands-on Workshops (Adults)

Pre-registration is required. There is a
$10 non-refundable registration fee*.
For more information or to register,
please call (604) 299-0621 or e-mail

croberts@gardenworks.ca. Please inquire
about supply needs when registering. You will receive a
10% discount on purchases made on the class day.
*Free registration for deat . If you're
an #deat Gandener Member, your $10 registration

fee will be deducted from your workshop supplies!

Seeds of Interest

Includes a complete starter kit to sow
your cool-weather crops. You will also
learn about companion planting. ($24)
Thursday, March 15, at 6:30 p.m.

Topiaries

Explore new and creative trends.
Growing, pruning and maintenance will
be covered. ($35 & up)

Thursday, March 29, at 6:30 p.m.

Living Wall of Blooms

Make a condensed version of a wall
garden. ($70)

Thursday, April 12, at 6:30 p.m.

Moss Baskets

What a lovely tradition. Sun, shade or
combination plantings. ($60, or $50 if
you bring your own basket)

Thursday, April 26, at 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, April 28, at 1:00 p.m.

Patio Ponds

Build a pot of tranquility using water
plants. ($80) (Adding a bubbler to
discourage mosquitoes—$90)
Thursday, May 3, at 6:30 p.m.

Mission
Hands-on Workshops (Adults)

Creating Moss Baskets
Saturday, April 21, at 1 p.m. ($30)

Creating Moss Baskets
Sunday, April 22, at 1 p.m. ($30)

Hands-on Workshops (Kid’s)

Please see the back page of this
newsletter for a complete listing.



HOORAY for SPRING

— HOW ABOUT A ‘HIGH

HIGH FIVE

COMBINATION LAYOUT

A A
A Erysimum (wallflower) ‘Winter Joy’ Qty: 2

D B Euphorbia (wood spurge) ‘Helena’s Blush’ Qty: 1

C Heuchera (coral bells) ‘Amethyst Myst’ Qty: 1

C D Tiarella (foamflower) Stargazer® ‘Mercury’ Qty: 2

E Viola ‘Etain’ Qty: 1

This combination is great for a 12" pot with a sunny exposure.

By Scott Pearce, GARDENWORKS
Green Goods Merchandise Manager

By March, most of us have had just about enough
of dull winter days, and the weather has improved
enough to celebrate the arrival of spring by filling
empty patio pots and containers with spring
bloomers and colourful foliage plants!

Euphorbia ‘Helena’s Blush’

Choose plants that are tolerant of cool spring temperatures
including violas, wallflowers, euphorbia, primula, and early
spring-flowering perennials, and combine them to create
an attractive spring display.

Proven Winners offers some great suggestions for plant
combinations, with recipes and photos to match. Try
different colour schemes that match your mood, or maybe
your home décor! | love combining shades of blue and
purple, and was immediately attracted to ‘High Five’. Viola
‘Etain’, Tiarella ‘Stargazer Mercury’ and Erysimum ‘Winter
Joy’ provide both flower power and sweet spring fragrance.
Heuchera ‘Amethyst Mist’ lends bold colourful foliage, and
Euphorbia ‘Helena’s Blush’ has silvery variegated foliage
for more interest, and often produces soft yellow blossoms
as an added bonus!

Heuchera ‘Amethyst Myst’ Tiarella ‘Mercury’

GARDENING MADE EASY
For more gardening
inspiration, be sure to
check out our clinics
listing. We have loads of
ideas and helpful advice

) L . to get you on your way!
Proven Winners has some other inspiring early spring

combinations, as well as many ideas for planting up
containers later in the year — visit www.provenwinners.com
for more sensational ideas! Viola ‘Etain’

Photos from this article
courtesy of Proven Winners.
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Garden Agenda...

Ahh. .. the freshness of spring is in the air and by the time

you get this newsletter Daylight Savings Time will be upon
us. Now that the days are getting longer it’s time to get out-
side and release all our frustrations by vigorously gardening!

Pruning and Fertilizing

Pruning is often a frustration for gardeners. The major rule
for pruning is to use the 3 D’s: if the plant is diseased,
damaged or deformed it should be pruned. But the specif-
ics of how to prune vary from plant to plant. Some, such as
roses, need pruning to encourage new growth and flower-
ing. Others need to be pruned for shape or to let more light
in. If you're in doubt about how to prune a particular plant,
drop by or call your local GARDENWORKS.

Feed rhododendrons and azaleas with GARDENWORKS 4-12-
20 fertilizer four times a year: once before flowering, once
right after, six weeks after that and another six weeks after
that. Usually it works out to every March, May, July and
September. These feedings supply enough nourishment
for the entire year and will increase next year's show and
the overall health of the plants. The same is true for camel-
lias.

Prune spring-flowering shrubs, such as Forsythia,
Philadelphus, Osmanthus, Ribes and Weigela, just after they
have finished flowering. Cut the oldest one-third of the
branches to the ground, leaving new ones to produce lots of
flowers next spring.

Summer-flowering shrubs, such as Hibiscus, Buddleia,
Caryopteris and Potentilla, should be fertilized now to
encourage strong branching and many flower buds. Amend
the soil around each shrub with a top-dressing of compost
or mushroom manure and fertilize with GARDENWORKs 6-8-6
All Purpose Fertilizer.

Bedding Plants

So when can we safely plant out our bedding plants? It's
difficult to estimate when our last frost will occur, but there
is great early colour for our gardens arriving right now. Use
primulas, pansies ranunculus and hellebores to give life to
that special corner. Mid-May is a safe time to plant out
tender summer annuals such as petunias, impatiens and
marigolds.

Perennials

Spring is an excellent time to plant perennials, but be sure
to consider the whole year when you shop. It's easy to
become over-enthusiastic with all the beautiful perennials
that are blooming at this time of year, so remember to
leave some space for a summer and autumn show later
on.

Feed the soil and it will feed the plant. Amend the soil
around perennials by digging in compost or well-rotted manure
and raking it in gently. Sprinkle GARDENWORKs 6-8-6 All Purpose
fertilizer around each plant, or choose from our selection of
organic amendments such as Sea Soil or Keefer's West Coast
Soil Energizer.

Bulbs

March and April is the time to check out our selection of
perennial and annual bulbs, roots and tubers. Many of
them can be planted in April, but others, such as dahlias
and gladiolas, should be planted in May, so be sure to
read the plant information carefully before planting.

Lawn Care

Get your lawn into shape in the month of April. For estab-
lished lawns, it's beneficial to first tackle any moss prob-
lems. Lime the lawn with a granular lime such as Dolopril,
wait 2 weeks, then apply GARbENWORKS Moss Control 14-4-
8 to the lawn. After 2 or 3 days, when the moss turns brown,
it's time to de-thatch to remove the dead moss. Next, top-
dress the area with sand or topsoil with at least 30% sand
content to even out the bumps and lumps. Sand helps
break up any soil compaction and promotes rooting.
Overseed with a grass seed that is appropriate to your area,
such as GARDENWORKs Rapid Patch (100% perennial rye
grass) or GARDENWORKs Shady Lawn Blend for those shady
areas. The overseeding should be repeated three weeks
later in order to replace any lost seed.




- Create a Water Feature

By Peter Fitzmaurice, GARDENWORKS
GardenSupplies Merchandise Manager

Water gardening, the fastest growing landscaping phenomenon
in North America, can add a whole new aspect to the way you
interact with your garden. The relaxing sound of moving water
and the extra dimension the reflective surface gives to the
landscape invites and captivates all who visit there.

GARDENWORKS is happy to be carrying the Aquascape line of
pond equipment at most of our locations in 2007. If your local
GArRDENWORKS store doesn't have the item you're looking for, we
would be happy to bring it in to any of our stores by special
request. Ask to see the Aquascape catalogue!

Last year we started the very successful “Build a Pond” program
at a number of our locations. This year, we are starting a new
program, “Build a Pondless Waterfall” a pondless waterfall is
one that doesn't require a large body of water, thereby making
it easier to maintain and safer for small children. Participants
will take part in a work party supervised by experts to learn
hands-on how to install a pondless waterfall.

Traditional ponds are also discussed — an easy adaptation
of what you will be learning! Lunch is provided, as well as a
gift pack with a number of exciting offers. Basically, it is a
morning of fun. This event starts at 9 a.m. and runs through
to lunchtime. (Details are provided when you register.)

Join us at one of the following locations. Registration fee is
$20 (free for Ardent Gardener members).

Saturday, March 10, at Ocean Park

Sunday, March 11, at Burnaby (Lougheed)
Saturday, March 17, at Blenkinsop

Sunday, March 18, at Colwood

Saturday, April 28, at Mission & Burnaby (Lougheed)
Sunday, April 29, at Mandeville

Sunday, June 17, at Burnaby (Lougheed)
Tuesday, June 19, at Capilano

Call the store closest to you to register.
For more information, visit www.gardenworks.ca.

Start an Award-Winning
Rose Garden!

By Scott Pearce, GARDENWORKS
Green Goods Merchandise Manager

Over the last century roses have
been the focus of extensive
breeding, with scores of new
varieties introduced each year. To help separate the wheat
from the chaff, the All American Rose Selections (AARS)
gives awards to the best new roses, based on two years of
testing at 24 AARS trial gardens. Evaluation criteria include
flower production, disease resistance, colour, garden
performance, fragrance and more. Of course, some
breeders earn more awards than others—since 1996
Weeks Roses has introduced 12 award winners!

Strike It Rich™ 2007 AARS Winner

Weeks Roses is a California-based rose grower and
hybridizer. At their research greenhouse in Upland, California,
about 35,000 flowers are hand-pollinated each year to
produce around 200,000 seeds. After a thorough 8- to 10-year
evaluation period, culminating with the AARS trials, only about
3 or 4 varieties emerge from the group as truly superior and
market-worthy. Out of these only the very best receive AARS
awards. Of the 12 award winners, 9 are the product of Weeks’
own breeding program, and 3 are the result of relationships
they have forged with other hybridizers. Here are some
highlights of winners from Weeks, through the years.

2006’s ‘Wild Blue Yonder’, an amazing
grandiflora, displays clusters of ruffled,
ruby-red-purple blossoms, each with a
distinct lavender “eye” and

a delightful fragrance. (photo: left)

Each petal of the 2005 introduction ‘About Face’
is a golden-orange colour on the inside, and a
darker bronzy-red on the outside, creating

a lovely contrast. ‘About Face’ is an upright,
vigorous grower with a light “fresh-cut apple”
fragrance. (photo: right)

2003 award winner ‘Hot Cocoa’is a
floribunda rose with smoky chocolate-
orange blossoms, a moderate “old
rose” fragrance, and natural disease
resistance. (photo: left)

Week’s latest award comes this year, for ‘Strike it Rich’, a
grandiflora displaying blooms of deep golden-yellow
infused with orange-pink. (photo: top of page )

For photos and descriptions of all 12 Weeks Roses’ AARS
Award winners, visit our website or drop into your favourite
GArRDENWORKS location. Take advantage of all the hard work
done by Weeks and the AARS to help start an award-winning
rose garden of your own!

Above photos by Gene Sasse (c) 2006 courtesy of Weeks Roses
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Congratulations, Audrie!

By Audrie Vander Werf, BAA., HL.T., C.L.D.,
GARDENWORKS ' Landscape Design Manager

For me, it's the long, slow spring. The
unhurried lingering of fuzzy magnolia buds. The burst of
brilliant rhododendron colour as early as February. The
unexpected heat of those sunny days that, despite the rainy
reputation of the coast, delight us early in the year.

As gardeners, we can seize the slow transition into spring
to do our al fresco homework. Sit in your favourite chair and look
at your green space. What will you do in the garden this year?

All types of media coach you as to what you should do. Yes, you
need to rake, aerate, fertilize, fork, dig, turn over. Your gardening
muscles will be gently nudged into action again, and you can
enjoy your crocuses and early tulips while you work. But... if
the thought “what for?” crosses your mind at any point
during those activities, or even while reading this article, it
may be time to see your outdoor space as working for you.

| ask my clients to rephrase the question and ask “What'’s
my garden going to do for me this year? And next?”

So will you begin preparing your yard for a season or three of
outdoor dining and entertaining? Or will it be a space for
playing and reading? We can help you with any or all of it!
Landscape designers are like life coaches—for your outdoor
life. We take this aspect of your routine and that aspect of your
time constraints and this element that you would like and that
idea that you had, add many of our own inspirations... and
organize it into one flowing, all-encompassing design. The
completely different needs and ideas you each bring to the
task is what will make your garden plan specifically for you. |
invite you to view our services at www.gardenworks.ca, or
call me at the office: 604-629-1419.

It's common knowledge that high-quality, updated land-
scaping increases a home’s value when it's time to sell, but
more importantly, a good design increases your pleasure in
the time you spend in your home and garden while you live
there — a valuable investment in either case!

Considering
Options

By Joanne E. Betzler,
C.H.T., GARDENWORKS
Ocean Park store manager

After a long grey winter, coastal
gardeners are eager to brighten
spaces with signs of life,
especially colour. Open to
interpretation and individual

tastes, compact in nature and

easy to assemble, a container

arrangement is the ideal solu- .
tion for such a quandary. in"'...

The old standbys such as pansies, primula, potted daffodils,

tulips and hyacinth are sure things for the early spring planter. They
offer a boost of colour and fragrance and there are many to choose
from. While super on their own, it can be fun to insert one or two larger
plants to add texture, variation and a bit of drama to your container.

Evergreen Euphorbia is a reliable companion for a front door
planter. What about ‘Rudolph’? The lovely cultivar E. martinii,
45 - 60 cm (18 -24"), may have a red nose in the winter but
come spring it will open up greenish-yellow flowers with red in
the centre. Also charming is ‘Shorty’, which is a compact 38 -
45 cm (15 - 18") and tidy, with blue-green foliage. The selec-
tion of Euphorbia is vast, the challenge will be in the choos-

ing.

Erica (a.k.a. heather) is a great evergreen shrub to feature with
those standbys. Not tall by any means, 20 - 35 cm (8 - 14"), it
offers evergreen whorled leaves accentuated in late winter to
early spring by hundreds of tiny, bell-shaped flowers that range
from red to pinks to whites. For red try ‘Myretoun Ruby’ or
‘Kramers Red’; ‘Darley Dale’ or ‘Pink Spangles’ for pink; and
‘Springwood White’ for a pristine show.

If height is what you seek, you can be sure there will be a
broadleaf evergreen shrub to fit the bill. For the shadier site, a
good choice would be a Skimmia japonica. ‘Olympic Flame’
is 75 cm high and 90 cm wide (2.5 -3 ft. high and 3 ft. wide)
and its winter buds open to white flowers in spring. ‘Red
Princess’ is 1.1 m high and a little wider (3.5 ft. by 4 ft.) and its
white spring flowers are fragrant.

On a grander scale, check out the Pieris japonica selection.
‘Flaming Silver’, 75 cm (2.5 ft.) high with white flowers and
pinkish-red new growth, matures to green and white variega-
tion. ‘Forest Flame’, 1.8 - 3 m (6 -10 ft.) highand 1 - 1.5 m (3-5
ft.) wide, will need a large container to accommodate its size.
Adorned with white flowers and bright red new foliage that
softens to creamy pink, then green, this is another impres-
sive shrub. All offer year-round greenery, bear seasonal
flowers and are content to be container bound.

These are but a few of the many selections available to the
gardener willing to experiment and try something new. A visit
to GaroexWorks Will be a revealing and rewarding quest for
those seeking options for a container garden that embraces
the changing season.

e visit us online at www.gardenworks.ca e



Little GardenWorker’s Gang - Clinics for Children

Mission Hands-on Workshops
For more information phone (604) 826-9112

Start Your Veggies
Saturday, March 10, at 1 p.m. (no fee)

Tropical Terrarium
Saturday, March 17, at 1 p.m. (fee for
materials only)

Colourful Potted Plants
Saturday, March 24, at 1 p.m. (fee for
materials only)

Start Your Own Hanging Baskets
Saturday, April 7, at 1 p.m. ($10)

Pre-registration and parent participation
is required. For more information, or to
register, please call (604) 299-0621 or
e-mail croberts@gardenworks.ca.

Luck of the Irish Paint a pot and plant
it with oxalis (looks like a shamrock).
Friday, March 16, at 6:30 p.m. ($10)

Frog Hollow (Spring Break Clinic) A
home for “Tad” if you find him!
Monday, March 19, at 1:00 p.m. ($12)

Ladybugs (Spring Break Clinic) Come
learn about ladybugs while you paint
and plant a pot.

Tuesday, March 20, at 1:00 p.m. ($6)

Terrariums (Spring Break Clinic) Learn
how this style of growing works.
Wednesday, March 21, at 1:00 p.m. ($5)

Under the Sea (Spring Break Clinic)
Create an underwater look with your
plants and accessories. (2 class times)
Thursday, March 22, at 1:00 p.m. ($10)
Thursday, March 22, at 6:30 p.m. ($10)

Burnaby — Lougheed Hands-on Workshops

Seeds, Seeds and More Seeds!
(Spring Break Clinic) Just see what you
can grow! (2 class times)

Friday, March 23 at 1:00 p.m. ($11)
Friday, March 23 at 6:30 p.m. ($11)

Easter Already? Decorate a basket,
plant it, and add a nest filled with eggs
(Chocolate of course).

Thursday, April 5, at 6:30 p.m. ($12)

Flower Tower Think of a tee-pee
covered in blooms. Your contribution to
the family garden.

Friday, April 20, at 6:30 p.m. ($24)

Potato Tub Find out how many
potatoes you can grow in a small
space by “hilling” them.

Friday, April 27, at 6:30 p.m. ($10)

Bee Happy Learn about Mason bees
and how they pollinate your garden.
Take home 3 non-stinging bees and a
home for them to live in.

Friday, May 4, at 6:30 p.m. ($20)

GARDENWORKS Nine great garden centres serving you in B.C.

NORTH BURNABY
HEAD OFFICE
6250 Lougheed Highway
Burnaby V5B 279
(604)299-0621

NORTH VANCOUVER
CAPILANO
705 West 3rd Street
North Vancouver V7IM 3E3
(604)988-8082

MISSION
32270 Lougheed Highway
Mission V2V 1A4
(604)826-9112

NORTH VANCOUVER
EDGEMONT
3147 Woodbine Drive
North Vancouver V7R 2S3
(604)980-6340

SOUTH SURREY
OCEAN PARK
2124 - 128th Street
Surrey V4A 3V6
(604)535-8853

MANDEVILLE
4746 Marine Drive
CANADA POSTES
Burnaby V5] 3G6 GARDENN OTESTM e
(604)434-4111 POST CANADA
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OAK BAY
1916 Oak Bay Avenue
Victoria V8R 1C7
(250)595-4200

COLWOOD
1859 Island Highway
Colwood V8B 1J3
(250)478-2078




