Flowering Dogwood Guide for BC

OVERVIEW

One of BC's most spectacular ornamental

trees - delivering breathtaking spring blossoms,
summer foliage interest, brilliant fall colour, and
elegant winter architectural form. A signature tree
for woodland gardens, mixed borders, and as a
statement specimen tree across BC's South Coast
and Penticton.

AT A GLANCE

e Large, showy white or pink bracts in spring
transform the tree into a cloud of blossom
before leaves emerge

o Attractive layered branching habit provides
year-round garden structure and winter interest

e Stunning crimson-red fall foliage and clusters of
bright red berries that feed birds through winter

* Grows well in dappled shade under tall trees -
ideal for woodland-edge plantings

CHOOSING A SPECIES: WHICH DOGWOOD IS
RIGHT FOR YOUR GARDEN?

Pacific Dogwood

Cornus nuttallii

BC's provincial tree. Native to coastal forests. Large
white bracts in April-May (and sometimes August).
Susceptible to dogwood anthracnose - plant in
good airflow. Protected species - do not collect
from the wild.

Japanese Dogwood

Cornus kousa

Flowers 3-4 weeks later than florida, after leaves
emerge. Pointed bracts, strawberry-like fruit.
Significantly more resistant to dogwood
anthracnose. Exceptional fall colour.

Strongly recommended for wetter coastal areas.

Eastern Flowering Dogwood

Cornus florida

Classic North American ornamental. White or pink
bracts in spring before leaves emerge. Reliable in
the South Coast (Zone 6+). 'Cherokee Brave' and
‘Rubra’ (pink) are excellent cultivars.

Stellar Series Hybrids

C. florida x kousa

Bred for anthracnose resistance and vigour.
'Stellar Pink’, 'Constellation’, and 'Aurora’ are
outstanding performers for BC gardens.

Highly recommended for South Coast gardeners.

Species Selection Tip

For gardeners on BC's wetter South Coast - the
Lower Mainland, most of Vancouver Island, the
Sunshine Coast - the anthracnose-resistant
Stellar series hybrids or Cornus kousa varieties are
strongly recommended over straight C. florida or
C. nuttallii, both of which are more susceptible to
dogwood anthracnose in humid conditions.

SUNLIGHT & SITING: WHERE TO PLANT

YOUR DOGWOOD

Flowering dogwoods perform best in dappled
sunlight to partial shade - ideally filtered morning
sun with afternoon shade, or the bright indirect
light found at the edge of a woodland canopy.

In their native habitat, dogwoods grow as
understorey trees beneath taller conifers and
deciduous trees.

In cooler, cloudier parts of the South Coast
(northern Vancouver Island, the Sunshine Coast),
dogwoods can tolerate more sun. In the warmer
Fraser Valley, morning sun and afternoon shade is
ideal. Avoid hot, exposed, south-facing positions
with reflected heat from hard surfaces.

Good air circulation is important, particularly for
species susceptible to dogwood anthracnose.
Avoid crowded plantings and dense overhead
canopy that restricts airflow.
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Growing in Penticton

Dogwoods can be grown in Penticton but require
more careful siting and irrigation than in the coastal
regions. Plant in a sheltered location with afternoon
shade — ideally the east or north side of a building
or established trees. Provide consistent
supplemental irrigation from late spring through
summer, mulch heavily to conserve moisture, and
choose Cornus kousa or Stellar hybrids, which
handle drier conditions better than C. nuttallii.

With these accommodations, dogwoods reward

Penticton gardeners with spectacular spring bloom.

SOIL REQUIREMENTS

Flowering dogwoods prefer moist, humus-rich,
well-drained, slightly acidic soil (pH 5.5-6.5).
This mirrors the loamy, leaf-mould-enriched
forest floor of their natural habitat. BC's South
Coast soils can be either very sandy (drains too
fast) or heavy clay (drains too slowly) - both
benefit from amendment with well-composted
organic matter before planting.

Work compost deeply into the planting area - at
least 40-50 cm in depth and 1-2 m across.
Top-dress with an 8-10 cm layer of wood chip
mulch, kept clear of the trunk, to maintain moisture
and gradually improve soil structure as

it decomposes.

SEASONAL CARE CALENDAR: YEAR-ROUND
CARE AT A GLANCE

Early Spring (Feb—-Mar)

Apply compost top-dressing and fresh mulch.
Inspect for disease or winter damage.

Begin watering if dry weather arrives early.

Spring (Apr-May)

Enjoy flowering spectacle. Minimal pruning if
needed - immediately after flowering is the best
time to remove any crossing or damaged branches.

Summer (Jun-Aug)

Water during dry spells, particularly in July and
August. Monitor for anthracnose and powdery
mildew. Apply foliar iron if yellowing occurs.

Fall (Sep-Nov)

Enjoy fall colour and berries. Rake fallen leaves if
anthracnose is present - do not compost.

Apply fresh mulch before winter rains.

Winter (Dec-Jan)

Prune if necessary (only dead or damaged wood).
Appreciate the architectural branching structure.
Minimal intervention needed.

WATERING NEEDS

Dogwoods appreciate consistent

moisture - they do not tolerate prolonged drought,
particularly when young or in exposed positions.
On BC's South Coast, natural rainfall is usually
adequate through autumn, winter, and spring.
Supplemental irrigation is most important from
June through September during dry spells.

Water deeply and infrequently - a deep soak every
10-14 days during summer dry periods,
penetrating 30-40 cm into the sail, is more
beneficial than frequent shallow watering.

A thick mulch layer reduces water loss and keeps
root temperatures stable.

Growing in Penticton

In Penticton, supplemental irrigation is essential
from late May through September. Water deeply
twice weekly during the hottest summer periods,
ensuring the root zone receives adequate
moisture. Drip irrigation on a timer is the most
efficient solution. Reduce to once weekly by
September and stop supplemental watering in
October as the plant enters dormancy.
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PRUNING DOGWOODS

Flowering dogwoods require very little pruning
and resent heavy cutting. Their naturally beautiful
layered branching habit is best left to develop on
its own. When pruning is necessary, the best time
is immediately after flowering in spring or during
winter dormancy.

Remove only dead, damaged, or crossing branches.

If shaping is needed, take no more than
one-quarter of the canopy in any single year.
Large pruning wounds on dogwoods are slow to
seal and provide entry points for disease - keep all
cuts as small as possible.

Important Note

Do not prune flowering dogwoods from late
summer through autumn. During this period,
pruning wounds are slow to callous and the tree is
most susceptible to fungal pathogens. If you must
prune in this window, apply a wound sealant and
monitor closely for disease development.

COMMON ISSUES: DOGWOOD HEALTH AND
COMMON PROBLEMS

DOGWOOD ANTHRACNOSE

The most serious disease affecting BC dogwoods.
Caused by the fungus Discula destructiva.
Symptoms: tan leaf spots, blighted bracts, twig
dieback. Choose resistant varieties (kousa, Stellar
hybrids). Improve air circulation and avoid
overhead watering.

CHLOROSIS (YELLOWING)

Yellow leaves with green veins indicate iron or
manganese deficiency, usually caused by soil pH
being too high. Test and acidify soil if needed.

A chelated iron foliar spray provides rapid relief.

POWDERY MILDEW

White powdery coating on leaves, particularly in
late summer. Rarely fatal but weakens the tree.
Improve air circulation and choose resistant
varieties. Treat with neem oil or potassium
bicarbonate if severe.

DOGWOOD BORER

Larvae tunnel into bark and wood, causing dieback.
More common in stressed trees. Keep trees healthy
through proper watering and nutrition. Avoid
wounding bark with mowers or trimmers - wounds
invite egg-laying.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Is it legal to plant Pacific dogwood in my garden?
Yes - planting nursery-grown Pacific dogwood is
perfectly legal and encouraged. It is illegal to cut,
injure, or remove Pacific dogwood (Cornus nuttallii)
from the wild in BC, where it is a protected species
under the Wildlife Act. Nursery-propagated stock is
readily available and can be planted freely in
private gardens.

Why is my dogwood not flowering?

Young dogwoods (under 5-7 years) may bloom
sparsely while establishing. Once mature, reduced
flowering is most commonly caused by too much
shade (as surrounding trees have grown),
excessive nitrogen fertilizing, or stress from
drought or disease. Ensure the tree receives
adequate light and avoid high-nitrogen feeds.

What is the white 'flower' on a dogwood - is it
actually the flower?

The showy white or pink 'petals' are actually
modified leaves called bracts - not true petals.
The actual flowers are the tiny clusters at the
centre of the bract arrangement, which are much
less showy. The bracts serve to attract pollinators
to these small flowers.

Are dogwood berries toxic to humans or pets?
Dogwood berries are mildly toxic to humans and
can cause stomach upset if eaten in quantity.

They are generally not palatable enough for people
to consume in large amounts, but children should
be kept from eating them. For dogs and cats,
dogwood berries are also mildly toxic - contact
your vet if you believe your pet has consumed a
significant quantity. The berries are an important
food source for many bird species.
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