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Soil Requirements 

Pieris require: 
•	 Acidic soil (pH 4.5–6.0) 
•	 Rich organic matter 
•	 Excellent drainage 

Amend soil with compost, bark mulch, or other 
organic material before planting. 

Planting Steps 
1.	 Dig a wide, shallow hole twice as wide as the 

root ball. 
2.	 Amend soil with compost and bark. 
3.	 Plant slightly above surrounding soil level. 
4.	 Water thoroughly with Gardenworks 

Transplanting Fertilizer 5-15-5 to encourage 
root development 

5.	 Apply 2–3 inches of mulch to 
conserve moisture.  

Keep mulch away from the stem. 

WATERING PIERIS
Pieris prefer consistently moist soil.  

•	 Water regularly during the first growing season 
•	 Maintain even moisture during summer 

dry periods 
•	 Avoid soggy soil or poor drainage 

Mulch helps protect shallow roots and 
maintain moisture. 

FERTILIZING PIERIS
•	 Use fertilizer formulated for acid-loving plants. 

We recommend Gardenworks Rhododendron 
& Azalea Food 10-8-6 

•	 Apply in early spring after flowering 
•	 Compost top-dressing helps maintain 

soil health 

Avoid heavy fertilization. 

HOW TO PLANT, GROW & CARE FOR PIERIS 
Pieris (Pieris japonica), often called 
Lily-of-the-Valley Shrub, is an elegant evergreen 
shrub prized for its cascading spring flowers, 
colourful new foliage, and year-round structure. 
The delicate flower clusters resemble 
lily-of-the-valley blooms and are often followed by 
vibrant red or bronze new growth. 

Pieris thrives in woodland-style gardens and pairs 
beautifully with other acid-loving plants. 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT PIERIS 
Pieris varieties vary in size and foliage colour. 

Standard Pieris Varieties 
•	 Typically grow 6–8 ft tall 
•	 Ideal for woodland gardens or shaded borders 

Examples include: 
•	 Pieris japonica ‘Mountain Fire’ 
•	 Pieris japonica ‘Valley Valentine’ 

Compact & Dwarf Pieris 
•	 Smaller growth habit 
•	 Ideal for foundation plantings or containers 

Examples include: 
•	 Pieris ‘Little Heath’ 
•	 Pieris ‘Cavatine’ 

Visit your local GARDENWORKS for varieties best 
suited to your garden space and conditions. 

HOW TO PLANT PIERIS
Pieris prefer conditions similar to rhododendrons 
and azaleas. 

Sun Requirements 
•	 Partial shade is ideal 
•	 Morning sun with afternoon shade works well 
•	 Avoid intense afternoon sun, especially inland 
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Inland Care Adjustments 
•	 Plant in morning sun and afternoon shade 
•	 Amend soil heavily with acidic organic matter 
•	 Maintain consistent watering 
•	 Use mulch to protect shallow roots 

Raised beds with amended soil may improve 
success inland. 

COMPANION PLANTS FOR PIERIS 
Pieris pairs beautifully with other woodland plants 
that enjoy acidic soil.

Shrub Companions 
•	 Rhododendrons 
•	 Azaleas 
•	 Hydrangeas (especially lacecap and 

mountain types)
•	 Leucothoe 

Perennial Companions 
•	 Hellebores 
•	 Hostas 
•	 Heuchera 
•	 Ferns 

PRUNING PIERIS 
Pieris require very little pruning.  

•	 Remove spent flowers if desired 
•	 Lightly shape immediately after flowering 
•	 Remove dead or damaged branches anytime 

Avoid heavy pruning, which can reduce flowering.

GROWING PIERIS IN SOUTH COASTAL BC  
Pieris performs exceptionally well in South Coastal 
BC gardens. 

Climate Advantages 
•	 Mild winters 
•	 Moderate summer temperatures 
•	 Higher humidity 
•	 Naturally acidic soils in many areas 

These conditions closely match Pieris’ native 
woodland habitat. 

Coastal Considerations 
•	 Ensure good drainage in clay soils 
•	 Provide protection from strong coastal winds 
•	 Maintain mulch to preserve soil moisture 

Pieris is especially well suited to shaded woodland 
gardens in coastal BC. 

GROWING PIERIS IN PENTICTON & 
THE OKANAGAN   
Growing Pieris inland is more challenging due to 
heat and alkaline soils. 

Climate Challenges 
•	 Hot, dry summers 
•	 Alkaline soils common 
•	 Cold winter temperatures 

Pieris prefers cooler, acidic 
woodland environments. 
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PIERIS FAQS  

Does Pieris grow well in BC? 
Yes. It performs particularly well in South Coastal 
BC where the climate and soil conditions 
are favourable. 

Can Pieris grow in Penticton? 
It may grow in protected locations with amended 
soil and afternoon shade, but conditions are less 
ideal than coastal BC. 

Does Pieris need acidic soil? 
Yes. Like rhododendrons and azaleas, Pieris 
requires acidic soil to thrive. 

When should Pieris be pruned? 
Light pruning should be done immediately 
after flowering. 

SEASONAL PIERIS CARE CALENDAR  

Early Spring 
•	 Apply compost or acid-loving fertilizer 
•	 Inspect for winter damage 

Late Spring 
•	 Enjoy flowering 
•	 Light pruning after bloom if needed 

Summer 
•	 Maintain consistent watering 
•	 Monitor for heat stress inland 

Fall 
•	 Maintain mulch 
•	 Avoid heavy pruning 

Winter 
•	 Protect young plants from harsh winds inland 


